2018 Lenten Journey

Jesus heals the sick, teaches, and inspires the least with hope.  So in this way, Jesus inspires an uprising of learning and hope. Peace, generosity and forgiveness are the bedrock of the road that we walk with Jesus. We have then a lifelong journey with Jesus on this road.  Somewhere along that road that we have made we were inspired to be generous to a neighbor, reconcile a misunderstanding and wonder if that same personal and peaceful outcome was possible for a troubled world.
Our journey changed our hearts and minds to reflect better the soul, mind and spirit of Christ Jesus. So, now this journey is united with the Holy Spirit of God. Often our faith journey’s inspiration came from stories of Jesus healing paralyzed, blind, sick or dying people. And what did Jesus say as these stories concluded in the Gospels? Yes, “Your faith has made you well.” So, Jesus then asks us to remember that all the stories that we have read, heard and seen tell us that that faith then makes our life whole. These stories inspire, challenge and make us better, spouses, parents, teachers, students, coaches and leaders. 
Jesus’ stories remind us that as the person in the story is healed and reconciled then their faith is healed and reconciled, redeemed in their faith in God through Christ Jesus. And importantly, our personal faith journey is renewed and redeemed through the commitment that Jesus made in the heart of those whose faith and bodies were healed. So, as the heads and hearts of Jesus’ faith followers are renewed and reconciled then it is only a matter of time that these folks help to renew and reconcile the faith lives on the road they are walking with family members, coworkers, friends and strangers.
So, in our Lenten walk, we are inspired to bring family, friends, coworkers and strangers to reconcile their faith to the one who inspires and reconciles our faith together. A generation ago this meant offering an invitation to come to worship, bible study or other church sponsored event. But for many today the church is viewed as active in the world because that is the road that we are making. Our journey is outside the traditional worship gathering place.  We may share our inspired faith stories over a meal, a gathering out at a community event or a service to those with no home, food or clothing. 
The hope and expectation of building, and walking on our faith road is that we begin in solitude and end in gathered celebration. We bring ourselves to challenge the skeptical, fearful, and divided to a road that offers, hope, courage and confidence. This road that we walk is traveled by Jesus who trusted and obeyed as the Son of God. He once traveled with skeptical faith leaders, sick and dying people, the least, lonely and broken. And His road and earthly journey ended at the cross. Our faith road may end their as well. However, if we are in the company of friends, family, coworkers or strangers curious about life then we journey past the cross and the future behind and beyond what God reveals. 

May we walk and learn well the stories Jesus shares and teaches so that they are everlasting in the hearts and minds of those we journey with past the cross and the life of Christ just ahead.  
